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might adversely affect their interests and security in the
Black Sea. Great Britain, anxious to strengthen her posi-
tion in the Mediterranean, was more than ever eager to
solidify her friendship with Turkey. France, now bound to
Russia by an alliance, was no longer apprehensive of in-
creased Soviet influence in the Near East. Soviet Russia,
finally, never reconciled to the regime established at Lau-
sanne, was exceedingly pleased with the prospect of elim-
inating the danger to which she felt herself exposed,
especially since she believed that Turkey, once again mas-
ter of the Straits, was and would remain a friend of Moscow.
The Conference met at Montreux on June 22, 1936.
With the exception of Italy, all signatories of the Lausanne
Convention were represented; Yugoslavia, which did not
sign the 1923 Convention, also sent a delegate; and pur-
suant to the transformation of the British Empire into the
British Commonwealth of Nations, the self-governing Do-
minions either sent representatives (Australia) or advised
the Conference that they would accept its decisions. The
draft convention submitted by the Turkish representatives
went far beyond the indication in the Turkish note of
April 10, 1936, as to her plan of revision; it proposed not
merely a ref ortification of the Straits but was also intended
to make Turkey absolute master over navigation, espe-
cially in time of war, and to establish a regime exceedingly
favorable to Russia.
Once more it was Great Britain which objected to such
a modification of the regime of the Straits and found
herself, as at the Lausanne Conference, in sharp opposition
to Soviet Russia, which was seeking, this time successfully,
to reassert the familiar argument inherited from imperial
days concerning her ml generis position in the Black Sea.